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Protic ELA 4


Name:_________________________________

The Cask of Amontillado





by Edgar Allan Poe

1.  Answer ALL questions.

2. Since there will be NO group correction, your are responsible for your self-correction. Feel free to ask your teacher for help and clarifications if need be. 

3. You are allowed to use any tool you need to complete the work. 

    Answer in your own words and provide DETAILS.

4. Questions with an asterisk may require some research on your part.

COMPREHENSION----------------------------------------------------------------------
1. a) Why does Montresor want to kill Fortunato?

b) Does Montresor reveal his motive for the crime? Explain your answer.

Yes _________   No __________

2. In the first paragraph, what risk does Montresor mean when he says: “[…] precluded the idea of risk”?

3. What stratagem did Montresor use to ensure that everybody would leave his palazzo?
4. According to Fortunato, why should Montresor not trust Luchesi?

5. In the second paragraph, why does Montresor smile?

ANALYSIS----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6. Based on the notions of narrative time and chronological time, when was the murder committed? 

7. a) Why is the story entitled “The Cask of Amontillado”?

b) Could the word “cask” be a reference to the word “casket”?

 Yes_____ No _____

8) Explain your answer.

9. SETTING: a) According to you, in what country does the action take place?

b) What makes you think so? State two reasons.

1. 


2. 


10. SETTING: Where exactly is most of the action set?

11. SETTING: Describe the place mentioned in the previous question.

a) Identify 2 adjectives used to describe the place.

____________________________________       ____________________________________

b) Identify 4 nouns/significant objects mentioned in the text that are found in this place.

____________________________________       ____________________________________

____________________________________       ____________________________________
c)  Why are the words you chose (a-b)  important to the setting?

12. THEMES: On page 1, find 2 passages referring to the concept of “revenge” 

1. 


2. 


13. a) Explain the meaning of the following statement.

“I must not only punish, but punish with impunity. A wrong is unredressed when retribution overtakes its redresser.” (par. 1)

b) What does the passage foreshadow? Relate this line to the murder. Use the setting to explain your answer.

14. The Montresors’ Latin motto, "Nemo me impune lacessit.", means ‘‘No one wounds me with impunity’’. Why is the fact that Fortunato sees this sentence in the vault so important?

15. Montresor offers wine (Medoc) to Fortunato pretending that it will help his cough. What is his real intention?

16. a) According to Montresor, what is Fortunato’s flaw? 

b) What deception does Montresor use to get Fortunato to go to his vault to carry out his plan? How does he take advantage of his pride?

17. LITERARY TERMS: Define these two types of irony.*

a) Verbal irony :


b) Dramatic irony : 


18. What is ironic about Fortunato’s name?

19. a) Explain the irony in Montresor’s words: “And I, (drink to) your long life.” (p. 5)

b) What is this type of irony?

20. Find two passages where Fortunato’s words clearly reflect irony about his situation.

1.


2. 


21. a) What do Montresor’s final words –“In pace requiescat! (Latin)” – mean?*

b) What are the two contradictory implications of this line?

22. CHARACTERIZATON: a) What is Montresor’s intention in saying the following to Fortunato?

a) “Come”, I said with decision, “we will go back; your health is precious. (…) We will go back; you will be ill, and I cannot be responsible”.



b) What does it tell you about Montresor’s personality?

c) This passage is also an example of 
.

d) Why does Montresor deliberately mention Luchesi to Fortunato immediately after offering him to go back?

23. CHARACTERIZATION - Associate the following adjectives to the characters:

sly, naïve, festive, cold-blooded  

Use a passage that illustrates your answer, and explain it. Use events/passages that are not discussed in this document.

Montresor #1)_____________________

Montresor #2)_____________________

Fortunato #1)_____________________

Fortunato #2)_____________________

24. METAPHOR: a) Find a passage suggesting a metaphor comparing one of the two characters to a jester.

“



“

b) Who is being compared to a jester in this passage?

c) What do both have in common? What does this metaphor highlight?

25. IMAGERY: a) Find an example of imagery appealing to the sense of sight:

b) Find an example of imagery appealing to the sense of hearing.

26. a) Why does Fortunato claim to be a mason? Who were the Freemasons?*

b) How does Montresor respond to Fortunato’s comment? 

c) Why is Montresor’s response ironic?

27. a) What is the Montresor family’s coat of arms?

b) What could it symbolize? (motto)

28. POINT OF VIEW: a) Find a passage in which Montresor directly addresses the person he intends the story for.

b) This story is an account of past events. Why does Montresor tell his story? Where is he? Who is the story intended for? Your explanation must be logical and relevant. Answers will vary.
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