A Scary Vision 

By Christine Léger

I was sitting on the bus on a Friday morning, thinking about all the stressful events from last week and minding my own business when a strange young man entered and sat right in front of me. The man looked bizarre with his bleeding red hair, his pointy teeth and pallid face. From his gloomy allure, I thought that maybe he had gotten up on the wrong side of the bed this morning, because he looked dreary to say the least. In fact, he was the picture of death itself; I felt like screaming for help, but decided not to cry wolf, so I told myself it was best to ignore this fellow and to pretend that I hadn’t noticed the traces of blood on his fingers and his lips. All of a sudden, I heard a strange noise: thump, thump, thump! Then it happened again: thump, thump, thump! The noise frightened me because it seemed to come from the strange man’s still feet that seemed barely alive with movement at the moment. For my own security, I decided to keep ignoring the strange man, but then all of a sudden, he turned around and shouted: “Happy Halloween my friend!”

Phew! Boy was I relieved! I had completely forgotten that it was Halloween! I decided it was time for me to relax a little, so I closed my eyes and took a deep breath. It really felt like heaven! When I opened my eyes to wish him Happy Halloween back, he had vanished. “Where did he go? The bus didn’t even stop!” I inquired to the man sitting next to me. The man, bewildered by my strange behavior, said that the seat in front of me had been empty all along, ever since he had gotten on the bus approximately 15 minutes ago. 

As I let this new information sink in, I felt a sudden chill that swept me instantly; I had to get off the bus at that very moment. However, as I got up, I felt a nippy stroke of wind breathing down my neck, followed by a lurid smell that reminded me of rotten eggs.

“Isn’t it Halloween today?” I asked the same man as I was about to leave the bus.

“Halloween?” shouted the man, a bit surprised. “Why no! Halloween is only in two weeks!” 

