Forged by Fire

1. What is the effect of seeing the events of chapter one develop through the eyes of a child? How does this method of telling the story affect the reader's response? 
2. At the end of chapter one, what assumptions or predictions might be made about Gerald? His future? His mother? 

3. What was Gerald's 9th birthday surprise? How did he react?

4. Describe Gerald and Aunt Queen's relationship
5.  What was Gerald's reaction when he saw the people in the kitchen?
6. Describe the relationship between the friends in the book. Discuss whether you think friendship is enough when situations become monumental and overwhelming to young people. 

7.  What was Gerald's reaction when Monique announced that Gerald had to come live with her?
8.  How did Gerald and Angel get along?
9. How is life with Monique and Jordan different from living with Aunt Queen?  In your opinion, do you think Gerald feels comfortable?  Why?

10. What was Jordan and Angel's secret?  Why do you think Jordan calls it like that?
11. Gerald's mother Monique had numerous problems. She loved him, but seemed to be consumed with the problems in her own life. Why was Monique not willing or able to see Jordan's abuse of Angel? How realistic do you think Monique's reaction is? 

12. Why did Angel let Jordan's abuse continue? Why didn't she tell? What effect did Jordan's abuse have on Angel's life? 
13. Why was Jordan angry when he found out that Angel's bed was broken?
14. What was Gerald's reaction when he found out Jordan had been alone with Angel?
. What was Monique's reaction when Gerald suggested that Jordan was molesting Angel
15. What kind of a person is Jordan? What might have made Jordan the person he is? 
16. Why did Gerald feel he needed to tell someone about Jordan?
-. Who did Gerald confide in?
-. What was his reaction?
17. Who supported Gerald and Angel throughout the trial?
2. What was Monique's reason for going to the trial?
3. What color do the lawyer wear?
18. What was Jordan's reaction towards Monique?

19. How did Gerald feel about his friends?
. How did Gerald's friends feel about him
20. What was the outcome of the trial?

21. Gerald was beginning to feel peaceful until

22. Discuss the character of Aunt Queen. What are her limitations? What are her strengths? How does the memory of the strength of Aunt Queen affect and influence the rest of Gerald's life? 

23. Discuss the character of Angel. What are her strengths? What does Angel's love of ballet reflect about her life, her pain, and her personality? 

24. How does the death of Robert Washington affect Gerald and Angel? What advantages did Robbie have that Gerald wished for? 

25. Describe the gradual buildup to the final confrontation between Jordan and Gerald. What makes this confrontation inevitable? 

26. Explain how fire is an important image in the novel, starting with the first chapter and ending with the concluding action between Jordan and Gerald. How is fire an image of pain as well as release for Gerald and Angel? 

27. Discuss the death of Jordan and whether it was necessary for him to die. 

28. Why is dancing an easy way to explain complicated feelings? How can self-expression be used as a tool for helping or healing? 

29. Explain the title of the novel. Define the word "forged." Why does the title have one than one possible interpretation? 

