Boys and Girls
Author/Context

Alice Munro is born in 1931 in Ontario.  She lived on a farm and his father was a fox farmer.  Munro’s life inspired her to write her fiction story.  Many people claims that her story was autobiographical but she respond to that her experience in life (such as living in a poor family, dealing with adolescence, live her town, getting married and so one) really inspire the fiction that she created.  “Boys and Girls” was one of the fifteen stories in the book “Dance of the Happy Shades” published in 1968.  In 1968, Pierre Elliot Trudeau became the Prime Minister of Canada and many changes occurred at that time for women.  Social movement fight to defend the status and freedom of women in society and feminine author wrote stories like “Boys and Girls” to sympathize with those changes in belief that served to expand woman’s social choice at that time.
Characters
Narrator:  The narrator of the story is a little girl growing up as a woman dealing with sex-role stereotype and finding her gender identity.  She helps her father with his job as a fox farmer.  She brings them water and feed them.  For her, her job is much more important than working in the house with her mother.
Laird: (Lord) He is the narrator’s young brother capable of nothing because he is too young.  He is not capable to do half of the work the girl does.  On page 114, she says sarcastically: “Laird came too, with his little cream and green gardening can, filled too full and knocking against his legs and slopping water on his canvas shoes”. The narrator (girl), does not want to see him as a boy who is going to grow up and who is going to do the man job as her mother said.  On page 117, the mother says: “Wait till Laird gets a little bigger, then you’ll have a real help”. By the end of the story Laird has been taken into the company of men, and his sister, the narrator, has been relegated to the rank of being “only a girl.”
Father and mother: They are exemplary men and women of their time doing there respectfully job.  The man is in charge of the farm and the women in charge of the house. Both know that their daughter will eventually quit doing her job with her father on the farm and helped her mother up in the house. 
Symbols
Fox: The foxes in the story are a symbol that refers to the maturing of the women.  The foxes matured in order for us to have their pelt.  It can be compare with the girl growing up.  Girls are raised to be married and they are a sort of pelt if I can say for their husband.  The change of the girl in the story illustrated the tragic life of women in that time and shows how she changes to be a perfect woman.
Parents: The mother and the father, like I said, are exemplary in their role of woman and men at that time. The adults of the story represent man and woman modal for children. The girl describes the work of her mother in a monotonous way while she describes the work of her father with proud. The father’s opinion is very important for the girl; she wants to be like him. He even said in the story to Henry “Like to have you meet my new hired man”. He compares her to a man. But at end, the father shows the girl that she could not be like him.  “My father made a curt sound of disgust” and also “He spoke with resignation, even good humour, the words which absolve and dismissed me for good “She’s only a girl”.
Horse: At the end of the story, the girl let escape the horse because she didn’t close the gate.  Flora is a synonym of freedom, the horse was lock for so long and she finally get the chance to run free enjoying the last minutes of her life.  The girl does not regret her action so we can say it’s a serious change in the girl character.  The escape of the horse symbolize that the girl finally accept her statute as a girl. Flora couldn’t escape her fate just like the girl.
Themes
Breaking up with childhood/initiation to adulthood/growing up
It’s an important theme of the story and it’s a necessary experience in life.  The girl of the story struggles with what she wants to do and what she is expected to do.  It is a painful experience to her and we can see it in the story. First, she is introduced to the salesman as her father's "new hired hand," but the salesman, instead, remarks "I thought it was only a girl”.  After, her grand-mother keeps telling her what to do and what not do when you are a girl: "Girls keep their knees together when they sit down”. And finally she let escape the horse and it represents her last resistance to avoid her stereotype.  The adults of the story represent man and woman modal for children.
Stereotypes

What a girl is supposed to do, what a boy is supposed to do.

Conform to society beliefs at that time

