Subcultures

An ELA sec. IV project
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Subcultures

An ESL sec. V project

STEP 1 – PRE ACTIVITIES

A) What is a subculture?

1. Describe in your own words what you think a subculture is:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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2. Give examples of subcultures you know:

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

3. Look up the definition of ''subculture'' in an English dictionary.  Write down the definition you found in your own words.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Why do you think people join a subculture?  What can appeal to them exactly?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B) What is a stereotype?

1. Describe in your own words what you think a stereotype is:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why kind of consequences can stereotypes have on society?

___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Read the following statements.  Are they stereotypes (S) or facts (F)?


a) All men drive faster than women. S___ F___


b) High performance athletes take performance enhancing drugs. S___ F___


c) Vegetarians don’t eat meat because they love animals. S___ F___


d) Homosexuals dress better than “straight” people S___ F___


e) There are more people infected by HIV in Africa than anywhere else in the world. 

S___ F__


f) Drop-outs often come from low-income families S___ F___


g) Asian people are better at school S___ F___

Discuss your point of view with a partner.  Are your answers the same?

Regardless of whether those statements are stereotypes or facts, they are never golden rules.  For example, we cannot assume that everyone who comes from a low-income family necessarily will become a drop-out!

C. Reality vs. Perception

1. Sometimes, media and communication systems manipulate your perception of reality to influence your opinion.  Can you think of an example of this situation in your daily life?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Look at the pictures on the screen.  Try to see if they are true or false and explain why.

http://urbanlegends.about.com/library/bl_image_quiz.htm
3. Which fake photo did you find the most believable? Why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Do you consider yourself easily influenced?  In what ways?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________________________________

STEP 2 – INTRODUCTION TO THE PROJECT

In this project, you will choose a subculture you are interested in.  First, you will find information about your topic and you will write a short text to explain what your subculture is.  Then, you will choose at least 2 stereotypes associated with the subculture you chose and you will try to find out whether they are supported by real facts or if they are just quick judgements.  

You will be evaluated on:


a) Your participation and effort throughout the project


b) The content of your text (ideas, the quality of your message, etc.)


c) The format of your text (the organization, the grammar, the syntax, etc.)


e) Your use of resources (internet, books, magazines, etc.)
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Throughout your project, you will have to fill in different steps in this booklet to prepare your final text.  Remember that the more effort you put in your preparation, the better your text is going to be, and the easier it will be when you get to your final steps.

DO NOT LOSE THIS BOOKLET!

If you loose it, you will have nothing to prepare your text with!!!

Next page is an example of what your project can look like at the end.

The Wonderful World of Graffiti Artists
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Introduction

When we live in the city, we often come across graffiti and tags.  These spray paint drawings are considered vandalism by some people, but others think it is an art form.  In this text, I will try to explain who graffiti artists really are.

Background information

Graffiti are very old!  The first graffiti appeared in the Roman Empire thousands of years ago and most societies have them in various forms
.  Nowadays, graffiti are often associated with the hip hop culture.  They are very common in big cities and are done on many places, including train wagons, buildings, bridges, etc.  Graffiti are used also by street gangs to mark their territory and by political activists to do propaganda.  Because making a graffiti is considered an act of vandalism, most graffiti artists do their work clandestinely and sign their work with pseudonyms.  Yet, there are a lot of videos, websites and magazines dedicated to the art of graffiti.

Stereotypes

“Only criminals do graffiti”

Even if some people believe that graffiti are a crime, it is not true that every graffiti artist is a criminal.  Some people are hired by companies and by the cities to decorate walls and infrastructures.  There are also legal graffiti and tag contests in which the graffiti artists have a whole white wall specially built for the contest to paint on.  Some graffitists are recognized as legitimate artists and their graffiti are really popular and even sold for a small fortune.  It is the case of an artist named Bansky, whose face is unknown and who has done graffiti all over the world.

“Graffiti artists are all related to the hip hop culture and to street gangs”

It is true that there is a long tradition of graffiti making in the hip hop community.  Nevertheless, not all graffiti have to do with hip hop!  In fact, a lot of graffitists are instead related to radical and activist political parties that try to get a message across.  In Spain, during Franco's dictatorship, graffiti were used to contest the political regime
.

Conclusion

To conclude, graffiti artists are not only vandals or criminals.  Yes, maybe they chose an art form that is out of the ordinary and that is sometimes related to the street culture, but many of them are also artists who need to express themselves.

Deconstructing the sample text

Read the text on Graffiti artists and answer the following questions

1. What is the main idea of the text ?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

UNDERSTANDING THE MEANING OF THE TEXT

2. How do we call a person who does graffiti ?

_________________________________________________________

3. Who did graffiti first ? 

_________________________________________________________

4. Where are graffiti found nowadays ?

_________________________________________________________

5. What kind of people use graffiti nowadays ?

_________________________________________________________

6.  Who is Bansky ?

_________________________________________________________
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UNDERSTANDING THE STRUCTURE OF THE TEXT

7. Name the four main parts of the text

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

8. What is the author saying in the last sentence of the text?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Name 2 other pieces of information mentioned in the background information

a)________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________

10. What are the two stereotypes explained in the text?

a)________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________

11. What words are used to introduce facts? (3)

_______________
  _______________
_______________

12. How does the author show his sources?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. What kind of information is explained in the conclusion ?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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STEP 3 – CHOOSING YOUR TOPIC 

A) For this project, you have to select a topic that you are really interested in.  Here are a few suggestions of potential topics for this project.
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1. Extreme celebrity fans

2. Semi-pro bands

3. Models and fashion victims

4. Backpackers and young travellers

5. Motocross racers

6. Sportsfans and “tailgaters”

7. Cowboys and the rodeo scene

8. Music freaks

9. Car collectors

10. Poker players[image: image16.jpg]



11. Street racers

12. Rink rats

13. Hard drugs addicts

14. The military

15. Vegetarians, vegans and other dietary beliefs

16. Primitivism

17. Olympic athletes and high performance sports

18. Voluntary simplicity

19. The punk movement

20. Scouts[image: image17.jpg]



21. Cadets

22. Role playing and LARPing

23. Extreme sports and outdoors

24. Podcasters

25. Street gangs

26. Monks and nuns

27. Goths

28. Rave parties

29. Utopic communities[image: image18.jpg]



30. Paramilitary groups

31. Beauty pageants

32. “Trekkies” and science fiction fans

33. Emos

34. Hip Hop

35. Bikers and motorcycle clubs

36. Body builders

37. Computer hackers

38. Skaters

39. Swing kids and swing revival

40. Skinheads

41. Vampire lifestyle and therianthropy

42. Hippies

43. Metal and heavy metal

44. Hipsters

45. B-Boys and breakdancers

46. Hardliners

47. Online video games (gamers)

48. Bohemianism and “hobo” lifestyle

49. Any other topic approved by the teacher _______________________________________

B) From the list of topics above, select 3 that you find particularly interesting.  Briefly explain why you find them more interesting and why you’d like to know more about them.  Then, compare your choices with a partner.

1. _____________________________________________________

I chose this topic because _____________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________

I chose this topic because _____________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________________

I chose this topic because _____________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MY FINAL TOPIC IS...

STEP 4 – BRAINSTORMING YOUR TOPIC

Now that you chose your topic, start brainstorming ideas and elements that are related to it.
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MY TOPIC:

__________________


STEP 5 – ORGANIZING YOUR RESEARCH

Before looking for information about your topic, it is important to organize your research process.  Complete the following chart with as much detail as possible to be more efficient when you do your research!

	What I already know
	What I want to know
	Where I'm planning to find my information

	
	
	


STEP 6 – GATHERING INFORMATION

Now that you have found useful information on your topic, it is time to note it down.  For your work to be credible, you must have a MINIMUM of 2 sources.

NB: REMEMBER THAT ANY INFORMATION OR SENTENCE THAT IS NOT YOURS SHOULD BE CITED AND THAT YOU SHOULD SAY WHERE YOU GOT IT FROM!!!!!  OTHERWISE, IT IS PLAGIARISM AND YOU EXPOSE YOURSELF TO AN AUTOMATIC FAIL.

Write down the sources for all the information you have found on your topic.  You can attach copies of the articles, book pages, web pages, etc. that you found to the end of this document.  Remember to ask yourself if your sources are serious and reliable.

My sources:

1. __________________________________________________________________

What I learned from this text and might reuse in my own: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________

What I learned from this text and might reuse in my own: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________

What I learned from this text and might reuse in my own: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. __________________________________________________________________

What I learned from this text and might reuse in my own: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
STEP 7 – MAKING A PLAN

For your text to be well organized and easy to read, you must make a plan first so that you know what to write in what order.  The better your plan, the easier it will be to write your text.  Do not write complete sentences, just write the main ideas you will talk about in each part of your text!

Title of the project:_______________________________

Introduction

(What are you going to talk about?  Why is it interesting? How is your text divided?)

Background information

Definition of YOUR subculture:

Origins:


Where:

When:


Why:

Habits and ideas:

Other interesting information:

Stereotypes

Stereotype #1

Facts/Reality


Stereotype #2


Facts/Reality


Stereotype #3 (optional)


Facts/Reality

Conclusion

(What are the main ideas of your text?  What should we remember from your text? What are some ideas that you wish you had time to talk about?)

STEP 8 – FIRST DRAFT

Write your first draft here

Title of my text: _____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

STEP 9 – PEER REVIEW

Before you write your text, you will have the chance to ask another student what he or she thinks of your project so far.  Read the plan and the research process of a fellow student and fill-in the questionnaire below.  Don't forget, this is your last chance to get feedback before your final text is corrected!

Name of the person giving me feedback: ________________________________________

	
	Yes
	No

	Does the plan contain complete sentences?
	
	

	Is there a title to the project?
	
	

	Is the introduction complete?
	
	

	Are there at least two reliable sources in the text?
	
	

	Is there enough information to understand what the subculture is?
	
	

	Are there at least two stereotypes?
	
	

	Are the stereotypes well explained?
	
	

	Is each stereotype supported or proved wrong by reliable facts?
	
	

	Are there any missing parts in the text?
	
	

	Is the conclusion complete?
	
	


Please rate here the different parts of your partner's text:

	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	Introduction
	
	
	
	

	Background information
	
	
	
	

	Stereotypes
	
	
	
	

	Conclusion
	
	
	
	


Write here at least two positive points about your partner's text

1.

2.

Write at least two areas of improvement for your partner's text

1.

2.

Step 10 – FINAL DRAFT

Write your final draft here

Title of my text: _____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SELF-EVALUATION GRID

*** Fill in this form before you hand your text to the teacher ***

	CATEGORY 
	A 
	B 
	C 
	D-E 

	Organization 
	Information is very organized with well-constructed paragraphs and subheadings. 
	Information is organized with well-constructed paragraphs. 
	Information is organized, but paragraphs are not well-constructed. 
	The information appears to be disorganized. 

	Amount of Information 
	All topics are addressed and all questions answered with a good amount of detail and effort. 
	All topics are addressed and most questions answered with a certain degree of detail and effort. 
	Most topics are addressed, and most questions answered with little detail and questionable effort. 
	One or more topics were not addressed. 

	Quality of Information 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It includes several supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It provides 1-2 supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. No details and/or examples are given. 
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic. 

	Sources 
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented in the desired format. The sources are reliable and relevant. 
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented, but a few are not in the desired format. The sources are reliable and relevant. 
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented, but many are not in the desired format. Some sources lack reliability or relevance. 
	Some sources are not accurately documented. Most sources lack reliability and/or relevance. 

	Mechanics 
	Almost no grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. 
	A few grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors 
	A few grammatical spelling, or punctuation errors, some of which are basic. 
	Many grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors. 

	Effort and preparation 
	All preparation tasks were completed appropriately with consistent effort. 
	Most preparation tasks were completed appropriately with a satisfying amount of effort. 
	Some preparation tasks were completed with a certain degree of effort. 
	Preparation tasks were incomplete and little effort was put in the project. 


STEP 11 – CORRECTION AND PUBLICATION

Now that your text is corrected by the teacher, it is ready to be published!  But first, note down the errors you did often and you don't want to repeat in the future!!!

Organization and structure errors

Grammatical errors

	What I wrote
	Correct form

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Write down here a few ideas on how you are going to publish your text.  You can also sketch what your page display is going to look like.

STEP 12 – LOOKING BACK ON YOUR WORK

CONGRATULATIONS!

You finished your project on subcultures!  Now that you completed the project, it is time to look back on what you did and to evaluate your work.  That way, you can both appreciate the efforts you put in and look forward to what you want to do differently for the next project.

Rate the following statements with a number from 1 to 4, 1 being the strongest and 4 the weakest.  Add comments and details in the margin.

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	I put constant effort in the project
	
	
	
	

	I participated in each task
	
	
	
	

	I am happy with the text I produced
	
	
	
	

	I feel like I learned new things in this project
	
	
	
	

	I enjoyed working the theme I chose
	
	
	
	


	Some things I liked about this project
	Some things I disliked about this project

	
	


	Some things I'll keep doing or I found were useful for the next project
	Some things I want to improve on or do differently next time

	
	


TEACHER EVALUATION GRID

	CATEGORY 
	A 
	B 
	C 
	D-E 

	Organization 
	Information is very organized with well-constructed paragraphs and subheadings. 
	Information is organized with well-constructed paragraphs. 
	Information is organized, but paragraphs are not well-constructed. 
	The information appears to be disorganized. 

	Amount of Information 
	All topics are addressed and all questions answered with a good amount of detail and effort. 
	All topics are addressed and most questions answered with a certain degree of detail and effort. 
	Most topics are addressed, and most questions answered with little detail and questionable effort. 
	One or more topics were not addressed. 

	Quality of Information 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It includes several supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It provides 1-2 supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. No details and/or examples are given. 
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic. 

	Sources 
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented in the desired format. The sources are reliable and relevant. 
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented, but a few are not in the desired format. The sources are reliable and relevant. 
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented, but many are not in the desired format. Some sources lack reliability or relevance. 
	Some sources are not accurately documented. Most sources lack reliability and/or relevance. 

	Mechanics 
	Almost no grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. 
	A few grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors 
	A few grammatical spelling, or punctuation errors, some of which are basic. 
	Many grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors. 

	Effort and preparation 
	All preparation tasks were completed appropriately with consistent effort. 
	Most preparation tasks were completed appropriately with a satisfying amount of effort. 
	Some preparation tasks were completed with a certain degree of effort. 
	Preparation tasks were incomplete and little effort was put in the project. 


TEACHER'S COMMENTS

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

�	Graffiti (Wikipedia article) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graffiti


�	Graffiti Artist Bansky Unmasked... as a Former Public Schoolboy from Middle-Class Suburbia” http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-1034538/Graffiti-artist-Banksy-unmasked---public-schoolboy-middle-class-suburbia.html


�	Muelle (Wikipedia article) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juan_Carlos_Arg%C3%BCello





