What is a Culture?

1. Defining the term « culture »

a. Write a definition in your own words of the word “culture”

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. What kind of elements is incorporated in somebody’s culture?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. In what ways or domains of life are people influenced by their culture?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What do you associate to the culture of the music you just heard?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is your reaction to these different artists and their origins?  Do you think that they celebrate their culture, or that they deny it?  Write your response here.

	


4. Read the text about the Naciremas.

a. Where do you think the Naciremas are from? Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Do you consider their ritual strange or unusual?  In what ways?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. What kind of vocabulary do they use to describe the Naciremas’ culture?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d. What do you think the author was trying to say about the way we perceive other cultures?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WRITING ASSIGNMENT (300 words)

5. What elements do you consider as part of your own culture?  Why?

a. Brainstorm your ideas here

	


b. Select your most relevant ideas and organize your text here

	


c. Write down your draft here (you can use the back of the sheet if you need to)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Matisyahu

Matisyahu was born Matthew Miller on June 30, 1979, in West Chester, PA. His family moved to Berkeley, CA. Miller initially rebelled against his traditional Jewish upbringing, considering himself a Deadhead and a hippie by his early teens. But at the age of 14, during a camping trip in Colorado, he reconciled himself to Judaism and visited Israel shortly thereafter. Back at home again, he agreed to let his parents send him to a wilderness school in Bend, OR, where he became enamored of reggae and hip-hop, and began rapping at open-mic competitions.. Meeting a Lubavitch rabbi, he became interested in the strict Lubavitch Hasidic sect of Judaism and renamed himself Matisyahu.[image: image1.jpg]


  He assembled a band and has recorded one live album and two studio albums so far.  “Youth”, his latest record, was nominated for a Grammy in 2006.

Tiki Taane

[image: image2.jpg]


Tiki Taane was born in Christchurch, New Zealand, from a Maori (the aboriginal people from New Zealand) father and a Scottish descent mother.  As a young man, he experienced lots of very difficult moments and in order to cheer him up, his father offered him a guitar.  Tiki then taught himself how to play, focusing mostly on metal music, and eventually became a talented sound engineer.  As he was mixing live concerts for the band “Salmonella Dub”, he worked his way to become the lead singer of the band.  In 2007, he released a solo album named “Past, Present, Future” and started his own career as a solo artist.  Tiki has received several important awards for dub music in the past few years.  He is a model for many young Maoris in New Zealand.

Body Rituals among the Naciremas

The Nacirema culture is the most unique culture ever documented.  Professor Horace Minor documented these unique culture behaviors in his 1956 essay called 
“Body Rituals among the Nacirema”:  (which can be b viewed at http://www.msu.edu/~jdowell/miner.html). The Naciremas main objective of this ritual is to enhance the physical appearance and build up the Naciremas self-confidence. 

As the Nacirema gets dirty or smelly their self-confidence decreases to a level where they need to perform the special ritual. Therefore it is imperative they perform the ritual, cleansing of the mane. The mane is cleansed with a special gooey substance. The Nacirema massages the scalp with their fingertips, with the special gooey substances they place in the center of their hand to get rid of unwanted germs and chemicals. This is a very soothing ritual and there are many different types of the gooey substance that can be used to massage the scalp with the Naciremas fingertips.  There is fruity goo, there is bug and germ repellent goo, there is dry scalp goo and there is goo for infants that will protect the eyes of the newborn. All the gooey substances can be used by any kind of Nacirema. It just depends on which type of mane the Nacirema has. After the Nacirema massages their scalp with the gooey substance they remove the gooey substance by putting their mane under a rainfall of water. Gnihsaw Riah is done on a daily basis and is usually done at the same time every day. 

The most common time for the Nacirema to perform this ritual of Gnihsaw Riah is either at sunrise or sunset. Gnihsaw Riah awakens most Naciremas and makes them feel more self-confident about themselves. Most Naciremas that have an activity to earn a monetary reward or go to a place of learning for a reason to perform the ritual at sunrise. Not to say all Naciremas perform this ritual because to their special activities, but more likely than not they do. Naciremas that perform the ritual at sunset usually do it because they want to be soothed and refreshed before they retire for the night. They may also perform the ritual because they are dirty or smelly because of the long day they had behind them. The Nacirema performs this ritual usually in private in a special designated place or room. 

Now this ritual cannot be performed in private anywhere. Designated places or rooms are the only places where the Nacirema can cleanse the mane. Gnihsaw Riah can be performed in an enclosed area where rainfall touches the entire body. This is the most common place for the Nacirema to perform the ritual Gnihsaw Riah.  Not to say it’s the only place.  Another commonplace for the Nacirema to perform the ritual Gnihsaw Riah would be in a bowl shaped structure with rainfall only hitting the scalp and the mane. The Nacirema usually performs the ritual Gnihsaw Riah in the bowel shaped structure when they are in a hurry or have a lack of time. With the rainfall the Nacirema cleanses the mane more efficiently than he or she would with out the rainfall.  After the rainfall is over the Nacirema feels more self-confident and can continue on with their lives. 

After the ritual is finally completed the Naciremas self-confidence is very high! They are not dirty or smelly and their personal hygiene is very high also. As time goes on the Nacirema must continue this ritual to further life in personal hygiene. 

