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Task 1 – Picture Prediction
Walk around the class and have a look at the different pictures posted on the walls.  Be ready to take notes about everything that you see (setting, characters, feelings, what you think is happening, etc.) and answer the question(s) in each box.
	Picture 1

What are they doing?

	Picture 2

Where is it? Why are they reacting this way?
	Picture 3

What is happening?

	Picture 4

What are they discussing about?

	Picture 5
Where are they? Why are they so attentive?
	Picture 6

Why are they happy?


	Picture 7

What are they doing?

	Picture 8

What is her attitude and why is she reacting this way?
	Picture 9

What are they discussing about?

	Picture 10

Why is she proud of him? 

	Picture 11

What are they debating about?
	Picture 12

What secret is she telling her?


When you are finished commenting on each picture and answering the questions, meet with 3 other students and discuss your answers to see if you have similar predictions.  

Come to a consensus and write your own predictions about the movie.

Our team believes the movie will be about:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Task 2 – Video Prediction




Please follow these instructions carefully.

· Go on www.freedomwriters.com
· Click on Video and don’t touch! The trailer of the movie will start.

· Watch the movie trailer.  

· Do you think the movie will be good?_____________________ Why?__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Watch the movie trailer again, if necessary.

· Click on Music Video
· Watch the video and listen to the music carefully.

· What do you think “I have a dream” means?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Do you like the music?________________

Why?_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is this music appropriate for this movie? _______
Why?________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Watch the music video again, if necessary.

· Click on Clips
· Watch all the clips and take notes about something interesting that you saw or learned. Are there any moral issues discussed in the different clips?

· In the clip You did that: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In the clip Freedom writers diary:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In the clip It all comes down to what you look like:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In the clip You think you know all about gangs:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In the clip It’s all about color:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In the clip I just want to live my life:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In the clip Electric slide:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· After watching the movie trailer, the music video and the 7 different clips, were your predictions about the movie right?  If yes, what was similar and if not, why?

Differences with my predictions            Similarities with my predictions    

	
	


Task 3 – Watching the movie
While you will be watching the movie, take notes on important scenes that affected you. 

1. Which scene was the most important to you? Why?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Which character did you prefer in the movie? Why?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How did you feel when they were doing the “line game”?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. In your words, explain what is the Holocaust?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Do you know someone who has faced prejudice, bullying, name-calling, descrimination, etc.? Explain.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Task 4 – Critique project
You have to write a critique of the movie Freedom Writers.  A critique is composed of the following elements:


The following text is a good example of a critique. Underline the important elements of the text so it can guide you for your critique project.
Forest Gump’s critique:

“Life is like a box of chocolates. You never know what you’re gonna get.” However, when you watch Forrest Gump starring Tom Hanks as Forrest and Robin Wright as Jenny, you know you are going to get a lot of laughs and even a few tears. The screenplay for the 1994 movie was written by Eric Roth, based on the novel by Winston Groom. The story follows Forrest through 30 years of trials and tribulations, placing Forrest within historical moments of history, and in pursuit of his one dream–his “most special friend,” Jenny. According to the Washington Post, Forrest Gump won Oscar awards for Best Picture, Best Actor (Hanks), Best Director (Robert Zemeckis), Film Editing, Visual Effects and Adapted Screenplay. The movie was well deserving of these awards since the acting and the visual effects were extraordinary.

The films’ actors success in portraying their characters is a major factor in the film’s awards. Tom Hanks and Robin Wright worked well together, just like “peas and carrots.” The on-screen chemistry between the two was phenomenal. I felt a real connection between the two, finding myself mad at Jenny when she blew Forrest off and in tears when he told her that he was heading to Vietnam. Mokui’s Movie Review states “Tom Hanks IS Forrest Gump…He breathes life into the guy and you will feel what Forrest feels” (1994, par 1). James Berardinelli states, “Robin Wright gives the best performance of her career, surpassing what she accomplished in The Playboys” (1994, par2). Another performance that stands out is that of Gary Sinise. Sinise plays the part of Lieutenant Dan Taylor, whose life is saved by Forrest during the Vietnam War. James Berardinelli writes, “In this movie, his Lieutenant Dan Taylor is riveting” (1994, par 3). I thought that Sinise was quite convincing with his emotions throughout the movie, as if he was really a disabled vet who had lost both legs in the war.

Just as good as the actors were those working behind the scenes with the special effects. Throughout Forrest Gump the special effects were incredible. During Lieutenant Taylor’s scenes, I was convinced that he really didn’t have legs. I was studying the scenes, looking for any signs of legs, trying to figure out how it was done. It turns out that each and every frame was painted over to give it the true to life values that it holds. Also bringing the movie more credibility was the ability to place Forrest in history making events. These events ranged from Forrest teaching Elvis how to swing his hips to meeting Presidents for various accomplishments. These television clips of Forrest were done with such finesse that they look real. Critic Brian Webster (2003) states, “This is handled virtually flawlessly; if you didn’t know better, you’d believe that a fellow named Gump really did tell President Lyndon Johnson that he had been shot in the rump while acting heroically in Vietnam” (par 2). Rolling Stone (2003) states, “The effects dazzle, though never at the expense of the story” (Travers, par 2).

This story, complete with the Oscar winning performances in both acting and special effects is perfect for those in need of a dose of goodness. My family enjoys watching Forrest Gump together for rejuvenation, to view someone with true values of honesty, friendship and family. Forrest, with his heart of gold and his low IQ, never gives up. He always looks for the best in every scenario. The movie opens with a feather floating down over the city, landing at Forrest’s feet. Near the end of the story, Forrest questions, “Do we each have a destiny - or do we just float around accidental, like on a breeze?” As you are contemplating this question, the feather reappears and floats through the countryside right up into the ending credits.

(http://www.moviefilmreview.com)
Critique for Freedom Writers

Name :














Group :



	C3 : Produces texts for personal and social purposes

	Evaluation Criteria :
	Observable Behaviours :

	- Adapts process and strategies to the writing/production context

- Applies codes and conventions of different modes and genres
	Analyzes the elements of the context and shapes the text accordingly

Applies codes and conventions of written and media language



	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	
	The critique includes all elements outlined in the definition of a critique (see student booklet p. 9)  
	
	The critique is missing one of the important element outlined in the definition of critique (see p. 9)
	The critique does not address the aspect of filmmaking or literary elements.

	Comments :




Created by Jeff Noonan & Mark Miller

September 2009

Critique for Freedom Writers

	C3 : Produces texts for personal and social purposes

	Evaluation Criteria :
	Observable Behaviours :

	-Collaborates with peers to produce media texts

- Adapts process and strategies to the writing/production context
	Peer feedback

Evolution of text in reaction to teacher feedback



	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	
	Demonstrates legitimate evolution from one version to the next inspired by feedback given from peers and/or teacher.
	
	Documented suggestions or useful feedback from peers.

Little or no evolution in content of text despite suggestions and feedback given by teacher.


	Absence of suggestions or useful feedback from peers. 

Little or no evolution in content of text despite suggestions and feedback given by the teacher.

	Comments :




Created by Jeff Noonan & Mark Miller

September 2009

Task 5 – I have a Dream (Song)
Song by Common and Will.I.Am

Chorus  
(I am happy...I Have a Dream) I got a Dream
(That One Day ) Were gonna work it out out out
(That One Day ) Were gonna work it out out out
(That One Day ) Were gonna work it out
(I Have a Dream) I got a Dream
(That One Day ) Were gonna work it out out out
(That One Day ) Were gonna work it out out out
(That One Day ) Were gonna work it out
(I Have a Dream) I got a Dream
(That One Day) That one day
(That One Day) I'ma look deep within myself
(I Have a Dream) I gotta find a way...
My Dream Is To Be Free
My Dream Is To Be
My Dream Is To Be
My Dream Is To Be Free

Verse 1
In search of brighter days, I ride through the maze of the madness,
Struggle is my address, where pain and crack lives,
Gunshots comin' from sounds of Blackness,
Given this game with no time to practice,
Born on the Black list, told I'm below average,
A life with no cabbage,
That's no money if you from where I'm from,
Funny, I just want some of your sun
Dark clouds seem to follow me,
Alcohol that my pops swallowed bottled me,
No apology, I walk with a boulder on my shoulder,
It's a Cold War - I'm a colder soldier,
Hold the same fight that made Martin Luther the King,
I ain't usin' it for the right thing,
In between Lean and the fiens, hustle and the schemes,
I put together pieces of a Dream
I still have one

Chorus

Verse 2
The world's seen me lookin' in the mirror,
Images of me, gettin' much clearer,
Dear Self, I wrote a letter just to better my soul,
If I don't express it then forever I'll hold, inside
I'm from a side where we out of control,
Rap music in the 'hood played a fatherly role,
My story's like yours, yo it gotta be told,
Tryna make it from a gangsta to a godlier role,
Read scrolls and stow slaves,
And Jewish people in cold cage,

Hate has no color or age, flip the page,
Now my rage became freedom,
Writin' dreams in the dark, they far but I can see 'em,
I believe in Heaven more than Hell,
Blessings more than jail,
In the ghetto let love prevail,
With a story to tell, my eyes see the glory and well,
The world waitin' for me to yell "I Have a Dream"

Chorus

Find a sentence in the song:
· That his father drinks
___________________________________________________________

· That they are talking about the Holocaust
___________________________________________________________

· That drugs are part of their lives
      ___________________________________________________________

· That he is not good

___________________________________________________________
· That he started a personal journal
___________________________________________________________

· Point out a few links that can be done with the movie?
___________________________________________________________
Do you see hope in this song? Why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Task 6 – Change Poem
Fill in the blanks below to complete this poem or complete your own.  Keep in mind all of the things you have learned from watching Freedom Writers movie.  Be prepared to share your poem with the class.  
I was 
(a description of who you were)


.
I remember 
(describe a sad memory from your past)

.
I heard 
(something you wish you didn’t hear)

.
I saw 
(something you weren’t supposed to see)
.
I worried 
(something that troubled you)
.
I thought 
(a description of where your life was head)
.
But, I want to change.

I am 
(an accurate characteristic of who you are)
.
I think 
(how you perceive yourself)



.
I need 
(a goal you wish to fulfill)



.
I try 
(something that will help you improve yourself)
.
I feel 
(describe an emotion)




.

I forgive 
(someone or something caused you pain)         .
Now I can change.

I will 
(a positive prediction of who you will be)

.
I choose 
(something you want to do differently)

.
I dream 
(something you want dare o dream about)
.
I hope 
(something positive you strive for)


.
I predict 
(how you see yourself in the future)


.
I know 
(a description of your future self)


.
I will change.

Introduction:�


Name of the film


Prominent stars of the film


Basic setting ( time and place) and 


Type of film (comedy, adventure, drama, etc.)





Development: �


Plot summary


Critique about one aspect of filmmaking or literary elements and provide examples.


i.e. acting, direction, editing, costume design, set design, photography, background music, etc.


Critique a second aspect of filmmaking or literary elements and provide justified examples.


Etc.





Conclusion:


Give your overall reaction to the film as well as your opinion on the quality of the film. 


Include your recommendations for potential viewers.











