“Boys and Girls” by Alice Munro

PART I

Read the story and answer the questions in order to be prepared for the discussion next Monday.

Comprehension Questions while reading:

1.  How do they feed the foxes?

2. What’s the role of the mother on the farm? What’s the role of the father?

3. How does the farm function? (feed foxes, make money, feed family etc.)

4. Describe the daily activities of the narrator? 

5. How does the narrator react to the death of the horse? 

6.  At the beginning of the story (p.2), the girl dreams about heroic stories and adventure.  What’s the difference with her dream at the end of the story?

7. Why do you think Munro only tells us that the narrator is a girl far into the story? (p. 3)

8.  Why do you think Munro uses the plural in her title even though there is only one girl and one boy in the story?

“Boys and Girls” by Alice Munro

PART II

Having read the story, we will now discuss some of the thematic elements of it. Answer the following deep thinking questions in table teams. Be prepared to shared your answers with the class.

Deep thinking questions:

1. a)In your family are there some things ONLY the boys(father or brother) are responsible for doing?

    b) What about things only the girls(mom,sister)are responsible for doing ?

2. Are there actvities or responsabilites that the kids/teens in your household ''are too young to do''?

3. a)Do both your parents work outside of the home? 
b) Does one or both of your parents work from home?
c) Is one of your parents ''a stay at home parent'' that does not contribute a paycheck to the family?

4. Compare your family situation/hierarchy to the that of the time period in the story

5. Historically speaking have men and women had equal power with respect to careers and the home over the last 40 years? Explain your opinion.

6. How do the mother and father represent their ''sex'' of that time period?

