Newspaper Project


You will create your own newspaper article. Your goal is to explore authentic newspaper articles, connect with its ideas and elements, and finally go beyond the text by expressing how these ideas might teach your community something. You have to remain objective. Therefore, you never state your opinion. Quotes are there to express others’ opinion. (Response Process)

1. Select a topic

2. Choose an article for a model

3. Skim quickly through it, scan for specific information and TAKE NOTES

4. Underline words/expressions in the model article which you judge could help you in YOUR article writing.

5. Brainstorm: Semantic mapping

6. Plan (outline) 

7. Write your rough draft

8. Add a minimum of 1 quote

9. Correct use of simple present, simple past, definite and indefinite articles, third person

10. Find a headline

11. Add a picture, graph, table, grid, etc

12. Revise

13. Edit

14. Write your final copy

15. Bibliography


You must not use the same information from an already existing article. This is plagiarism. You have to create and invent your own information or you can interview someone! Your content must be original; I do not want to read something I have already heard about. Begin your article with a question or a provocative statement. Also end it with a quote or a catchy phrase. The really interesting information has to be put first.  

Keep in mind that all information helping you to do this task MUST be indicated. 

Team of 2: 250 words minimum

Individual: 175 words minimum 

· Response Process

· Writing Process

· Production Process

Choices for article topics

· Latest news

· International news

· Sports and Results

· Politics

· Arts, music, expositions, books, movies

· Business 

· Environment

· Animals

· Education

· Health and Well-being

· Science

Media Strategies

What strategies do media use in order to transmit their messages?

· Fliers (posters, signs)

· Choice of words (Headline + text)

· Purpose of article (to provoke, inform, to direct, to persuade, to narrate, to describe, to entertain, to teach, to express ideas)

· Colour (images)

· Visuals (images, display of text, choice of pictures)

· Quotes

· Active vs Passive voice 

Checklist







          Yes     No       Comments

	Model of your newspaper article 
	
	
	

	Words or expressions underlined 
	
	
	

	Minimum of 1 picture
	
	
	

	Catchy Headline
	
	
	

	Minimum of 175 words (1), 250 words (2)
	
	
	

	Minimum of 1 Quote
	
	
	

	Audience is clear
	
	
	

	Purpose is clear
	
	
	

	Notes are present and complete
	
	
	

	Brainstorm of ideas (semantic mapping)
	
	
	

	Plan is present
	
	
	

	          1. Introduction
	
	
	

	          2. 1st idea
	
	
	

	                   2a. Topic sentence
	
	
	

	                   2b. Idea expressed
	
	
	

	                   2c. Example(s)
	
	
	

	          3. 2nd idea
	
	
	

	                   3a. Topic sentence
	
	
	

	                   3b. Idea expressed
	
	
	

	                   3c. Example(s)
	
	
	

	          4. 3rd idea
	
	
	

	                   4a. Topic sentence
	
	
	

	                   4b. Idea expressed
	
	
	

	                   4c. Example(s)
	
	
	

	          3. Conclusion
	
	
	

	Plan is followed
	
	
	

	Rough draft
	
	
	

	Corrections of rough draft
	
	
	

	Final copy
	
	
	

	Sources present (internet, newspaper article)
	
	
	

	Originality 
	
	
	

	Correct use of Simple Present, Simple Past,

And articles
	
	
	

	Correct use of third person
	
	
	

	Followed Response Process
	
	
	

	Followed Writing Process
	
	
	

	Followed Production Process
	
	
	


Elements of a Newspaper article

1. The questions – The abbreviation W5 + H refers to six questions every

news article must answer. Readers want to know

· Who did it?

· What happened?

· When did it happen?

· Where did it happen?

· Why did it happen?

· How did it happen?

2. Headline – (The title of the article) It catches your eye and sums up the

story.

3. The Byline – It tells you who wrote the article (the author’s name).

Sometimes it gives the journalist’s specialty, for example, “Science

Reporter.”

4. The Lead – The lead is a short paragraph that answers the most important

of the 5 W’s (who, what, where, and when). Leads have strong starts and

begin with the most crucial information packed into the first few sentences.

Remember that the lead often contains a hook that grabs the reader’s

attention and keeps him or her reading. Unanswered questions,

controversial statements, and exciting events are some common forms of

the hook.

EXAMPLE OF BRAINSTORMING


[image: image1]
Sources to help you:

www.bivingsreport.com/2007/top-10-best-newspaper-websites
www.newsknife.com/features/top_us_newspaper_sites.html 

Passive Voice

A sentence is considered to be in the passive voice if the SUBJECT is not the DOER of the action.

ex. The memo was written by the secretary.

"Memo" is the subject of this sentence, but "secretary" is the doer of the action. Therefore, this sentence is in the passive voice.

Active Voice

A sentence is considered to be in the active voice if the SUBJECT is the DOER of the action.

ex. The secretary wrote the memo.

"Secretary", the subject of this sentence, is also the doer of the action. Therefore, this sentence is in the active voice.

Outline

Audience: ____________________________________________________________

Purpose: _____________________________________________________________

Headline: ____________________________________________________________

1. Introduction: 

Who:___________________

What:___________________

When:__________________

Where:__________________

Why:___________________

2.       a. First idea: 

i. Topic Sentence___________________________________________________________________________________________________

ii. Idea or fact 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

iii. Example(s) _____________________________________________________

b. Second idea:

i. Topic Sentence___________________________________________________________________________________________________

ii. Idea or fact __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

iii. Example(s) _____________________________________________________

c. Third idea:

i. Topic Sentence___________________________________________________________________________________________________

ii. Idea or fact __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

iii. Example(s) ______________________________________________________

3. Conclusion: Put everything together. End with a quote or a catchy sentence. 

H1N1 Flu


(to inform)





Consequences





Vaccine





Victims





Deaths





Fear





Missed school





Free for people 





Priority people (children, elders, etc. 





27 deaths in the province of Quebec





Travelers
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