Learning Evaluation Situation – V for Vendetta

The introductory speech of the character V is renowned for its alliteration of the letter v as well as its complete and efficient summary of the character, his motives and the plot in general.

----------

YOUR TASK is to explain each (underlined and numbered) of V's references to the rest of the story.  In your own words be sure to:

· describe - in detail - the event/history/prediction/motive that V is talking about.

· make sure you explain all nuances of the details implied by V with his colourful vocabulary because almost every word further defines or adds meaning to each reference.

· paraphrase and identify exactly which words and ideas you are explaining. Be explicit and specific!

----------

You have been provided with 4 varying versions (annexes 1- 4) of the speech in regular English to help you understand and think about what V is saying, but you must refer to the original text in all of your explanations.These are not perfect translations but attempts to put the speech into regular english so they may not be exact.

----------

SPEECH


...but on this most auspicious* of nights(1) permit me then, in lieu of the more commonplace sobriquet, to suggest the character of this dramatis persona.


Voilà! In view, a humble vaudevillian veteran, cast vicariously as both victim and villain by the vicissitudes of Fate(2). This visage, no mere veneer of vanity, is a vestige of the vox populi, now vacant, vanished(3). However, this valorous visitation of a bygone vexation stands vivified(4), and has vowed to vanquish these venal and virulent vermin(5) {vermin}vanguarding vice and vouchsafing the violently vicious and voracious violation of volition(6). The only verdict is vengeance; a vendetta held as a votive, not in vain, for the value and veracity of such shall one day vindicate the vigilant and the virtuous(7). 
Verily, this vichyssoise of verbiage veers most verbose, so let me simply add that it is my very good honor to meet you and you may call me V(8).

*auspicious  Function: adjective Meaning: 1 having qualities which inspire hope  2 pointing toward a happy outcome
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ANSWER SHEET

most auspicious* of nights(1)

cast vicariously as both victim and villain by the vicissitudes of Fate(2)

visage, no mere veneer of vanity, is a vestige of the vox populi, now vacant, vanished(3)

visitation of a bygone vexation stands vivified(4),

vowed to vanquish these venal and virulent vermin(5) 

vermin vanguarding vice and vouchsafing the violently vicious and voracious violation of volition(6)

The only verdict is vengeance; a vendetta held as a votive, not in vain, for the value and veracity of such shall one day vindicate the vigilant and the virtuous(7)

V(8)
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Annexes 1 & 2

#1

Here you see me. A humble old stage performer, shown as both a victim and a villain, to which is differed by the circumstance in which you see me. This appearance, is no ornament (mask) of conceit or vanity, is a shadow of the people's voices, now empty, gone; this appearance will deliver the necessary truth that will respect what they once fought against. However, this voice from a past, stands anew and has vowed to destroy these corrupt and infectious vermin who guards the evil and condones the violent and the violation of choice. The only verdict is vengeance; a blood feud, a fight, that is held as a vow not merely in appearance, but a fight for the value and truthfulness that one day will show the right and just. Yes, this rich overabundance of words turns most a wordy face-to-face an introduction, so let me simply say that it is an honor to meet you and you may call me V.

#2

Look! Standing before you, a humble, experienced stage performer, shown in abscence as both a victim and a villain by the circumstance in which you see me. This appearance, no simple ornament of vanity, is a shadow of the people's voices, now empty, gone, as the once vital voice of truth will now respect what they once fought against. However, this proud visit of a voice from the past stands renewed, and has vowed to destroy these corrupt and infectious vermin who guard the evil and condone the violent and the violation of choice. The only verdict is vengeance; a vendetta, held as a vow, not without purpose, because the value and truthfulness of it shall one day vindicate the right and just. Yes, this overabundance of words turns most wordy face-to-face an introduction, and so it is my very good honor to meet you and you may call me V.
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Annexes 3 & 4

#3

Behold! In view a humble vaudevillian theatre veteran, chosen on behalf of others as both a victim and a villian by a change of fate. This mask, no mere layer of vanity, it’s evidence of a voice of the people, which was gone and missing; the mask is now a necessary voice of truth that respects what they once fought against. However, this voice is back standing strong and promises to get rid of corrupt evil and deal with the greedy decisions that have violated us. The only way is retribution, a fight, symbolizing a wish, not lacking substance, for the value and truth that will one day justify the alert and moral people. In fact, this lengthy speech is just a strong introduction, and so it is my very good honor to meet you and you may call me V.

#4

Look at me! A lowly, experienced stage performer, cast as both a victim and a villain by circumstances beyond his control (Which of the two is more determined by the light in which you see me.) 

This strange face is no ornament, nor a declaration of conceit or vanity; It is a shadow, a mere whisper of the people's voices, now lost and silent. The people who now worship what they once fought so hard against.

However, this voice from the past stands anew and has promised to destroy these corrupt, greedy, spineless men who guard the evil, condone the violent, and repeatedly stifle the right to personal choice.

The only right decision is a vow of vengeance that is held not merely in appearance, but as a true war that if pursued to the end one day will free those who stand firm and stay true to virtuous actions even in the event that all is lost.

Well… I’ve gone on far more than was necessary so let me simply say that it is an honor to meet you and you may call me V.

